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Innovative technology
keeps Aboriginal
People’s Choice

Music Awards
running smoothly

n Friday, November 3rd at the
OMTS Centre in downtown Winni-

peg, music fans will witness his-
tory in the making with the inaugural
Aboriginal People’s Choice (APC) Mu-
sic Awards.

Honouring the best in Aboriginal
music, this spectacular gala event will
feature performances by the best Ab-
original recording artists from across
the continent, playing unforgetta-
ble music for fans of all nations. Mak-
ing this event even more unique is the
technology behind how nominees and
award recipients will be chosen.

According to Errol Ranville, Execu-
tive Producer of the Manito Ahbee Fes-
tival and APC Music Awards, this is
the first time that online voting will be
used for an awards show of this cali-
ber. “It is also a first for the Aboriginal
community, where people from every
nation—the fans, can participate in se-
lecting their favourite artists. The peo-
ple will truly decide” he stated.

IBM and Function Four, a Winnipeg-
based technology company, are each
Playing key roles in ensuring that the
technology behind the awards runs
efficiently and effectively. Providing
a full range of technology solutions,
both companies have worked together
to provide a high-tech, automated on-
line voting, registration and artist cat-
alogue system.

“We are excited about the use of
technology to engage Aboriginal peo-
ple in the voting process, and we are
proud to be working with one of our
Aboriginal Business Partners in the
development and delivery of a reliable
platform to support the goals of the
Peoples’ Choice Music Awards,” stated
John Longbottom, Aboriginal Market
Development Executive for IBM Cana-
da Ltd.

“Making technology more available
to the Aboriginal community, and sus-
tainable capacity development of the
community are two objectives of IBM’s
National Aboriginal strategy. The
Awards program gives us another op-
portunity to demonstrate our commit-
ment to the Aboriginal community,
and we are pleased to be working with
the Awards staff and Function Four to
deliver this unique system” he contin-
ued.

“IBM and Function Four are integral
parts of our technology team,” add-
ed Ranville. “With this system in place,
we will be able to engage the Aborig-
inal community not just in the use of
technology, but in the voting process it-
self.”

Results will be tabulated by an out-
side accounting firm, with the results
kept secret (even from event organiz-
ers) until the night of the awards.

“In the future, we may even be able
to use the information collected in our
database to determine what segments
of our community are voting, how they
heard about us, and the best way to
reach people. It’s all about building re-
lationships and connecting with the
fans,” Ranville added.

Voting for the Aboriginal People’s
Choice Music Awards is fast and easy.
Starting on August 7th, fans can vote
online for their favourite artists in
each category. This will narrow down
the selection of nominees, with 3-5
artists chosen for each category. Fi-
nal voting to select the winners be-
gins September 13th, ending on Octo-
ber 13th.

Here’s the scoop on the voting pro-
cess:

1. Visit www.aboriginalpeople-
schoice.com

2. Browse the artist profiles and lis-
ten to artist submissions.

3. When you are ready, select “On-
line Membership” to register.

4. Fill in the online form.

5. Once you submit this form, you
will receive a PIN and password

by email.

6. Return to this site and log in with
the PIN and the password.

If a round of voting is happening,
vote for your favourite artist in each
category. Vote as many times as you
like!

7. Come back regularly to sample
new submissions and cast your

vote—new artists are added daily!

It’s really that simple! So what are
you waiting for—sign up today to make
your vote count. Membership for Ab-
original Peoples Choice Music Awards
is free for this first year.



