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BY KEVIN MASON

There were a number of positive 
announcements coming from the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice com-

mittee last week as they get ready for 
the Manito Ahbee Aboriginal Festival 
November 2nd to 5th. 

Among the positive developments 
was the announcement that the fes-
tival will be receiving an additional 
$390,000 under the Winnipeg Partner-
ship Agreement (WPA). This additional 
funding brings the total amount given 
the festival to $450,000 by the WPA.

Eric Robinson, Minister of Culture, 
Heritage and Tourism said he was 
pleased to announce the funding on be-
half of the provincial, federal and mu-
nicipal governments that make up the 
WPA. �Manito Ahbee a Festival for all 
Nations is de�nitely re�ective of the de-
termination to �ll the downtown area 
with both spirit and energy, which is 
one reason why the WPA is pleased to 
make this funding available,� said the 
minister. �The Manito Ahbee Festival 
will help develop positive cultural val-
ues within the Aboriginal community, 
as well as foster greater understand-
ing among non-Aboriginals.  We are 
all strengthened as a community when 
there is participation and recognition 
of all cultures,� he said.

Robinson also took the opportunity 
of the press conference and announce-
ment to thank all the volunteers that 
have come forward to offer their ser-
vices during the festival. The minister 
also said that he would be asking pro-

APC unveils award design and co-hosts

APCMA co-hosts, Lorne Cardinal and Catherine St. Germain with the most 
wanted statue in the Aboriginal music community. 
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vincial civil servants to volunteer their 
time during the festival to help build 
on the spirit of co-operation which is 
being developed through the festival.

�The funding given to the Aboriginal 
Peoples Choice Awards will help to en-
sure our success in holding a success-
ful festival,� said Carole Vivier. These 
awards will go a long way to help in-
crease the fan base for aboriginal tal-
ent both provincially and nationally, 
she added. 

In addition to the funding announce-
ment the co-hosts for the November 
show were also announced. Corner 
Gas fans will be pleased to hear Lorne 
Cardinal (Dog River�s senior police of-
�cer Davis Quinton) and local sing-
er/songwriter Catherine St. Germain 
were welcomed as Award Show Hosts 
for 2006. �This is a fantastic award 
and I am really looking forward to 
coming back to Winnipeg to be apart 
of the show,� said Cardinal.

Errol Ranville, APC Executive Pro-
ducer and Minister Robinson also un-
veiled the Aboriginal People�s Choice 
Music Award. St. Germain noted the 
statue combines a stylized �gure hold-
ing on to the wings of a bird. These two 
forms merge to form an overall image 
of a single feather.

In explaining the logo, St Germain 
said the �gure represented the emerg-
ing aboriginal artist, while the bird 
could represent a number of things 
including a dream, one�s own artis-
tic vision, a spirit of determination, or 
the excellence and achievement that 
comes from years of practice and per-

forming. 
�The imagery of the logo, the �gure 

taking hold of the wings of the bird, re-
minds us that in striving for excellence 
in their art, aboriginal artists have 
caught hold of something that takes 
them, and us higher,� said St. Germain. 
�It also alludes to the hope that the de-
veloping aboriginal artist receiving 
this award will be taken to a new level 
of recognition and accomplishment, a 
milestone in his or her career.�

The overall affect of the logo is that 
of an upright single feather which is 

undeniably aboriginal and makes it 
unique and memorable, added St. Ger-
main. 

�Aboriginal people have always been 
a gifted people now it�s time to hon-
or and celebrate those gifts,� said Lisa 
Meeches, Chair of the Manitoba Ab-
original Music Host Committee.� �We 
are excited to bring the Aboriginal Peo-
ples Choice Music Awards and Manito 
Ahbee Aboriginal Festival to Winni-
peg, and thrilled to showcase the tre-
mendous talent that exists in our com-
munities nationwide.�

�ANISHINABE�

T
here once was a man that en-
joyed watching the black Ra-
ven�s �y around, play, squawk, 
and chatter. He enjoyed them 
so much he would climb trees 
just to be closer to them. For 
many months the Ravens ig-
nored the man, but after 

awhile, one of the Ravens �ew from a 
nearby tree and landed directly next 
to the man.

In utter amazement, the bird spoke 
to the man and asked, �You have been 
watching us for a long time. You have 
tried to get close to us. Why do you do 
this?�

The man replied, �I mean no harm. I 
have become enchanted with you and 
all your relatives. I enjoy the play, the 
squawking, and I wish I could learn 
your language so I could understand 

TRADITIONAL TALE The Man and the Ravens
more about you.�

Then the Raven responded, �We are 
honored that you want to know us, as 
long as you do not cause harm, we will 
teach you our language.�

For many months the Ravens taught 
the man all about the language and 
how the Ravens lived from day to day. 
The man became so educated that he 
knew everything there was to know 
about the Ravens. Many of the Ravens 
saw the man and accepted him as a 
friend.

One day, an older Raven was �y-
ing far over the man, dropped a wal-
nut perfectly on the man�s head. It was 
done on purpose and all the Ravens 
almost fell off their branches laughing 
so hard the way they do. One Raven 
was �ying and was laughing so hard 
he had to crash land right in front of 
the man.

The man was feeling bad and was 

hurt by being made fun of, so he asked 
the Raven in front of him, �Why are 
you all picking on me.�

The Raven stopped laughing and be-
came very serious. �We thought you 
understood us, but apparently you 
don�t. If you did you would know that 
we are not mocking you... well maybe 
a bit, but it is done in our way of hav-
ing fun. We are �playing� with you and 
that is all. It is not to be taken serious-
ly. You should know us better.�

The man took sometime to under-
stand this and over time a few more 
practical jokes were played on the 
man and he in turn pulled a few �good 
ones� on the birds. A good time was 
had by all and the man became even 
closer to the Ravens.

Then another event occurred. A 
young Raven swooped out of the sky 
and pecked the man on the head. Then 
another young Raven swooped down Continued on next page


